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At a general meeting of the So- 
ciety in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian knowledge, 


Oxbrärp, 


That the thanks of. this Society 
be given to the Reverend Mr Sa- 
muel Charters, for his excellent : 
ſermon preached this day before 
them ; and that he be deſired to per- 
nit the ſame to be printed for the 
be of the Society. 


Janes F ORREST, Clerk. 
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i. Tinorur, . . 
[ exhort, therefore, that, 2 of all, 2 2 


of thanks be made AY, all men. 


ſome of its effects. 1 
It has an effect on ſocial duties, | 
Friendſhip, for example, is improved by 


prayer. When we thank God for giving 
us a friend, it is a memorial to value him: 


cations, prayers, interceſſh ions, and giving 


[ SHAL L recommend interceſſion from 


1 
When we pray for his temporal and ſpiri- 
tual intereſts, it is a memorial to promote 
them. The effect of prayer, in this inſtance 
is ſenſibly felt when we are at a diſtant 
from our friend: It revives the memory 
of antient. friendſhip with a pleaſing, with 
an intereſting warmth ; ; It unites us as it 
were in the preſence of that Being who! 
ſees at once the thoughts of every heart. 

In like manner, interceſſory prayer im- 


proves and regulates natural affection. Car 
a mother forget her ſucking child, compaſ 


1 ſed about with dangers by night and day, 


the leaſt of which may deſtroy ? And can 
ſhe better expreſs her compaſſion, and en- 
ſure the ſucceſs and comfort of her own 


care and watchfulneſs, than by committing 
- HET: child to the“ Shepherd of Lirael, who 
© ſlumbers not nor ſleeps % 
Youth i 1s the ſeaſon of temptation, and 


pious parents add prayer to watchfulneb, 
While Job's.children were feaſting, © he of- 


« © fered burnt-offerings according to the num- 
« ber of chem all; for Job ſaid, it may be, 
cc my 


1 7 


« my children have ſinned.“ Inter- 
ceſſion directs parental love, not to the 


in. 


Many of our Jöns men go abroad, 3 
T0 parents the hour of 
ſeparation 18 dark: They follow their chil- 


ſpecially i in war. 


W dren, in devout affection, , through ſcenes of 
manifold danger and temptation : 5 Reſt re- 
turns to their ſouls in committing them to 
God, who. is © the confidence of all the 

* ends of the path and of en chat are 
« afar off upon the ſea.” 


Even! in the caſe of | a degenerate child, 
hope is cheriſhed by communion. with him 


who © waiteth to be gracious.” 


Intasee Mom has a ſimilar effect on the | 


minds of children. The prayer which little 


ther and their mother, may be conſidered as 


mean of unfolding them. by | F 
ol | Objedtions 


children are taught to put up for their fa- 


wealthy p "Om | g - and Wee eker 


—— 


the beginning of piety and filial 300; and! a 


FE) 
- Objections have, indeed, been made to 
the teaching of piety to children; and a wel 
known writer on education has condemned 
*. In a queſtion of this kind, parent | 
Le 2 cant + 


'* Rouffeau ſeems to be an enemy ta prayer in every 
t form: I thank God for his gifts; but I do not pray i 
% him. What ſhould I aſk?” He -prafeſſes ** not to phil 

« ſophize with his pupil, but to aſſiſt him in conſulting | 
« his own heart.” And is there not in the heart a ten 
dency to prayer, rongly felt at times; as in danger, 
which buman power cannot avert; in perplexity, from 
which human prudence cannot extricate; under for- | 
row, for which this world yields no conſolation ; and 
under the pangs of an awakened conſcience? Andis 
there, not a ſimilar tendency. to interceſſion ? ( GO 
1 help you,” is a common and natural exclamation, 
when the help of man is vain. * The Lord hare 

« mercy on your ſoul,” are the laſt words when ſen | 
tence of death i 18 pronounced. It i is the returning ſenti- 
ment of compaſhon which paſſes from the ſeverity of 
juſtice to a tribunal where mercy may be found, Why | 
do the people deſire the prayers of prophets and ſaints, 
and eſtimate their prayers according to their ſanity? 
Was it not a dictate of the heart that made the mo- 
| thers of Iſrael bring their little children to Jeſus, that 
he might. nk his hands on them and pray? What 

| \ means 


i + } 
vill judge for chemſelyes but, in forming 
a judgment, they might inquire, if there be 


inſtinctive regards to a heavenly as well as 


to earthly parents; and, if a taſte for de- 


votion, as well as for propriety and ele- 


gance, may improve by culture; and, if 


early impreſſions of piety be apt to recur, 


after youthful diſſipation had ſeemed to 


efface them; and whether they, who do 
not remember their Creator in the days of 


their youth, be likely ever to remember 
him ; They might inquire what this mean= 


eth, Volkes little children to cos ve 


ez 


means that antient practice of aſking a Nenne blotting, 


aſking it in the moſt intereſting moments, when they 


leave their father's houſe, or when, on his death- bed, 
he bids them a laſt farewell ? And why does a parent's 
curſe in thoſe intereſting moments make the blood run 
cold? Rouſſeau himſelf drops a philoſophy which accords 


ſo ill with human nature, and ſo very ill with the pe» 


culiar ſenſibility of his own heart, and deſcribes, i in ano- 


ther part of his works, with his uiual eloquence, the 
tendency to interceſſion, with its conſoling and re- 
claiming power, in the caſe of 4 believing wite for an 
else huſband. 
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(6 
% me;' and what this promiſe | meaneth 
“They that ſeek me early ſhall find me,” 
Affection deſcends,” and love to parentz 
is not ſo eaſily retained as love to children, 
Moſt of the paſſions ſubſide with age, and 
the laſt human paſſion which warms the 
heart is love to children, The hearts of 
the young are agitated with new connec- | 
tions and purſuits, which obſtruct the re- 
turn of filial love: Prayer for parents might, 
in ſome meaſure, remove theſe obſtruQions, 
Even in foreign lands, and amidſt buſy 
ſcenes, the heart would melt at times with 
the remembrance of aged parents, and yield 
many ſoothing acknowledgments of tha 
debt of love which they ſtill owe. 
The Prayers. of parents, . with and for 
their children, have an effect on filial love, 
fl muſt profeſs before the world,” ſaid a 
pious Writer of the laſt age, * that, from 
the bottom of my heart, I bleſs the Lord 
$6 for a religious tender father, who often 
** poured out his ſoul to God for me. This 
N ſtock of prayers and bleſings I eſteem 


ns above 


(4) 
66 above the faireſt inheritance on eart 
some may not enter fully into this PR 


ment; but to one who is apt to reflect and 


to feel, the remembrance of many prayers 
which pious parents offered up, is a touch- 
ing remembrance, and draws to virtue. 


Shall J trouble their reſt by departing on 
innocence? Shall T fruſtrate the laſt ſtrong 


deſire which filled their ſpirits as they de- 


farour hath compaſſed me about, it ſtill 
antient affection revives, the force of ex- 
and the power of prayer. 


each other, tend to ſtrengthen and ſweeten 
their union. Affection may decline; it 
may be interrupted by little diſguſts and 
animoſities, and ſallies of unguarded paſ- 
hon ; nay, it may degenerate into a capri- 


| cious Ou: humour; by Theſe unhappy 


| tywptoms 


parted? Can I doubt that the favour of God 
extends to the children of his worſhippers? 
| From the day that they forſook | me, his 
encompaſſeth me. In this train of thought, 


ample is-felt, and the ſweetneſs of promiſe, 


The prayers of huſband and nit * 


. "+" rr aan 


| they call to mind, in the preſence of God, 


( 12 I 


fmptoms might be ech ht if not remo⸗ 
ved, by praying for each other. When 


the relation by which they are connected. 
and the duties which belong to it, they fe 
an indiſpenſible obligation to fulfil them: 
Every neglect is perceived to be wrong: 


Infidelity is thought of with horror, as Ys 
violation of the oath of God, which he wil to w 
not hold guiltleſs, and the utter extincton I and. 

- _ domeſtic peace. A ſenſe of duty ig 1mPp* 
brought in to the aid of affection by prayer; mini 
Nor is there a likelier method to revive af- dae. 
fection, and re-eſtabliſh kind offices _ worl 
their true foundation. | for 
If the yoke be unequal, prayer is a re-. "my 
ſource to the believer. A believing wife, 8 
who meets with unkindneſs where ſhe dit 
booked for love, ſilently takes up her crok, Bll fir 
and intercedes with him who can change the 
the heart, and overcomes evil with good. , ve 
The trial may be lengthened out; but pray- | "ang 
er opens the deſigns of Providence; your 2 
re 


way Is de with thorns, but they are 
0 planted 


(- 23 )) 


planted by a father's hand ; he makes the 
ſtaff of human comfort pierce through your 
hand, and break under you, that his own - 
rod and ſtaff may comfort you: Great is 
the reward of meekneſs and patience, of 
prayers and tears, of humble, and ſilent, 
and deſpiſed virtue. 

The prayers of a miniſter for the people 
to whom he miniſters lead to tenderneſs 
and condeſcenſion : They ſubdue pride, and 
impatience, and languor in the work of the 
miniſtry : His. ſoul is ſtirred up with the 
elevating thought, that he is a fellow- 
worker together with God. Paul s prayer 
ay the Epheſians is 2 pattern: * I bow 

*my knee to the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
; Chriſt, that he would grant you, accor- 
ding to the riches of his glory, to be 
* ſtrengthened with might by his ſpirit in 

* the inner man; that Chriſt may dwell 1 in 

* your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted 

"and grounded in love, may be able to 

© comprehend, with all ſaints, what is the 
© breadth, and length, and height, and 

„ ** depth, 


(14 ) 
66 dads and to know the love of Chit 


mal 

* which paſſeth knowledge, that ye might and 
« be filled with all the fulneſs of God.” In p 
the progreſs of this prayer the apoſtle warms, way 
and glows, and labours for adequate lan- WW tics, 
guage; his own ſoul is filled with all that a re 
fulneſs: And this is a natural effect of in- pra; 
tercefſion, In the moments of communion as t. 
with God, his love is ſhed abroad in the the 
heart of the worſhipper ; it is reflected on and 
thoſe who are dear to him, and expands in icac 
_ devout benevolence. To this exerciſe the pre. 
Creator has annexed delight. fer 
The delight, indeed, is tranſient, and the! 
they who would protract It, often fall into disc 
an uneaſy ſtate of mind, to which darkneſ ter 
and deſertion, and other mournful names, ift 
are given. If you would eſcape from that wit 
uneaſy ſtate, mingle active virtue with pie- Þ it Is 
ty, and to your prayers for others add la- tio 
bours of love. 70 1 
People who pray for their inen are * 
thence diſpoſed to make allowance for hu- ”= 

| | eas 


man 


1 


man imperfection, to approve his ſincerity, 
and to profit by all his miniſtrations. 


praying for thoſe to whom we are any 


way related, puts us in mind of relative du- 


ties, and prompts us to perform them, from 
a regard to the will of God. When we 

pray for the King and thoſe in authority, 
as the apoſtle enjoins in the verſe following 


the text, it puts us in mind to live quetly_ 
and peaceably under them. Praying for 
teachers difpoſes the learner to lay aſide 
prejudice, If ſervants pray for their ma- 


ſters, they will not, at the ſame time, allow 


themſelves to defraud, and provoke, and 


diſobey them. In like manner, when ma- 
ſters, and teachers, and rulers, and kings 
lift up their ſouls to God in behalf of thoſe 
with whom they are ſeverally connected, 
it leads to a humane, a rational, a conſcien- 


tious diſcharge of their ſeveral truſts. 


Every object of love becomes, by an eas 


iy and natural tranſition, the object of in- 


terceſſory prayer; the tranſition is at leaſt 
eaſy and natural to the devout. Love de- 
N mY cas 
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cays by ſpreading over many individuals, | 


but, when they are viewed as a whole, the 
dying flame rekindles, By ſuch views love 
embraces a country, the church of Chriſt, 


the whole. offspring of God. When oc- | 
cupied with ſuch objects, and exalted by | 
prayer, it diſcovers itſelf in generous ſen- 
timent and heroic virtue. The voice of 


intereſt, and of pleaſure, and of every ſel- 
fiſh paſſion, is put to filence, The lover 


of truth and of his country is ready to {a- | 


crifice in their cauſe whatever is deſirable 
and dear. Forgive their ſin,“ ſaid Moſes, 
when he interceded for Iſrael ; © forgive 


© their ſin, I pray thee, or blot me out of 


* the book which thou haſt written.“ 
The Pſalmiſt concludes his prayer for 
the peace of Jeruſalem with a reſolution 
which the prayer inſpired, © I will ſeek 
* thy good.” One who bears the intereſts 
of his country on his heart before God, 


feels an obligation and a deſire to fulfil the | 


duties of a citizen in the ſphere aſſigned 
him by Providence: He does not waſte his 
: ea 


0 5 


zeal in idle inquiries, and angry diſputes, 
and raſh cenſures; he walks calmly and 
ſteadily in the path of righteouſneſs. 

While war and rumours of war prevail, a 
relation to the public, and concern for its in- 
tereſts, and compaſſion for human miſery, 


are felt. Theſe feelings are expreſſed in in- 


terceſſion and ſupplication. We contem- 
plate the Almighty in his judgments, cha- 


ſtening in love, correcting a ſelfiſh and lux- 
urious ſpirit, humbling the pride of wealth, 


and rank, and dominion; calling forth the 
active, and generous, and ſympathiſing vir- 


tues. By faith we ſee the cloud diſſolve: 


* durely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee.” 


The church of Chriſt is an object more 
liberal and large than our native land, and 
attracts more - powerfully the prayers of 


Chriſtians, +. Thy kingdom come,“ is the 


prayer which Chriſt taught ; in offering it, 


we feel ourſelves the ſubjects of a kingdom 


not of this world, and every child of God 
our fellow=citizen. We feel an union of 


ſpiritual intereſts; and privileges, and hopes. 


Zeal 
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walls of partition. While devout love ex- 


. 

Zeal paſſes from the brighteſt temporal ob. 
ject, and fixes on righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. For theſe 
Chriſt prayed and ſuffered. The apoſtles 
and martyrs © filled up that which was be- 
** hind in the ſufferings of Chriſt for his bo- 
<dys lake, Which! is the church,” 
In praying for the church, it is of i im- 
portance that we know for what we pray. 
Public ſpirit, when miſguided, violates the 
laws; and a miſguided zeal for the church 
of Chrift violates his law of love. The 
church of Chriſt is not limited by any par- 
ticular form of worſhip, or government, or 
belief; it comprehends all who love the 
Lord jeſus in ſincerity. Our external con- 
ſtitution, like the fabric in which we wor- 
ſhip, will fall; into decay, and the form will 
be changed; but the reign of Chriſt is in 
the hearts of men. While the world en- 
dures, a ſeed ſhall ſerve him. 

Prayer for the church breaks down the 


' tends to Chriſtians of every denomination, 


( 19 1 
we contemplate the hand bf, Providence i if 
the different ways of thinking among men; 


they call forth the exerciſe of reaſon, and 
lead to the difcovery of truth 3 they kindle 
a zeal for truth, which made Paul aſſert 


and vindicate, in oppoſition to Peter, the 


From the days of Paul, many able aſſertors 


of Chriſtian liberty have ariſen. Tyranny 


over the human underſtanding has been 
reſiſted even unto blood; and, after the 


| ſtruggle of ages, the air of liberty is breath- 


ed again. We behold the abounding ſects 
as ſo many pledges of the right of private 
judgment —a facred right, which it is the 


glory of this nation and of this age to re- 
ped. | 
There is l a dark de and ſtrife 


and violence ſometimes mingle. This is a 


memorial of human frailty. Deſire ſprings 
forward to the reſt that remains. We look 


up to God who ſtills the noiſe of the waves 8 


and the tumults of the people, and trace 
the operation of his providence, Diviſions 
| which 


ere IT — rg Ani re 


620) 
which were formed in anger, and ſtaineg 
0 with blood, redound to the increaſe of 
| knowledge and forbearance ; time mode. | 
rates the fierceneſs of wrath ; the multitude 
of ſects abates their animoſity ; principle b 
reſpected, and miſtakes are pardoned; they 
are drawn together again by the bonds of 
| humanity ; and, at laſt, conclude, that, to 
fear God, and keep his commandments, 5 
the whole of man. 
In praying for all men, we remember 

that they are brethren; that we ſhall flee 

together in the duſt; that we are fellow 
travellers to a land where ſtrife and con- 
_ tention, anger and debate, pride and hypo- 
criſy, ſhall prevail NO more. We join our 
| prayers and praiſes with thoſe who. fear 
God, and work righteouſneſs, of every na- 
tion, and kindred, and language. Let 
the people praiſe thee, O Lord, let all the 
* people praiſe thee.” - 
When prayers for the public weal are 
offered up, it muſt be owned, that there i 


| often a littleſs indifference in our aſſem- 
4 WT blies f 
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blies: Whether it be that the object is too 
great, or that the ſameneſs tires, or that 
our method be defective, or that human 
laws accord not with. the ſpirit of prayer, 
or that love to the public, and zeal for re- 
ligion, be indeed waxing cold, or whatever 
elſe be the cauſe, the effect is viſible. I 
ſhall therefore proſecute the argument in . 

more familiar inſtances. 


Pu 11 for the afflicted moulds the heart 
into a ſerious frame. We think on the 
worth and the uncertainty of health, and 
view Our life on earth as a pilgrimage: 1 15 
There is a remarkable effect of praying 5 
| for the afflicted, when we are otherwiſe 

nearly intereſted in their afflictions. When 
1 the heart is filled with ſorrow, ready as it 
were to burſt, the pouring it out before 
God gives a ſudden and ſenſible relief: It 
ſeems to warm and increaſe our ſorrow; in 
reality it melts and gives vent to it: The 
heart is eaſed, and er devout tranquil- 
A 


; * In 


6 
In the preſence of a friend, to whom you 
can impart your ſorrows, and freely give 
way to tears, the heart is eaſed a little, 
Imagine to yourſelf that the power and 
wiſdom of your friend were equal to his 


love, and you will have a notion of the 
tranquillity which devotion inſpires. 
Devotion has indeed the ſame kind of 
effect upon other paſſions, by affording 
them a channel to ſublime tranquillity. 
Giving of thanks for the recovery of a 
friend is as natural to the devout, as ſup- 
plication when he is afflicted. Light ſprings 
upin the darkneſs ; The heart ſwells wit 
joy unutterable : It riſes in holy gratitude 
to the Father of lights, and communicates | 
with the fountain of joy. But forrow i is 
oftener adminiſtered to mortals, and in ful- 
ler cups, than the cup of joy. The joy of 
a worldly mind i is apt to remain and diſſ- 
pate itſelf below; whereas ſorrow prompts 
even the worldling to be devout ; ; and, | 
therefore, the effect of devotion i is. oftener 
felt, 


13 
felt, and better illuſtrated, in the caſe of 
affliction. 

Interceſſion for the diſtreſſed and miſe- 
rable awakes and regulates compaſſion. 
Biſhop Butler obſerves, that compaſſion 
« ;s added to the general principle of be- 
«© nevolence, to give it a ſpecial biaſs to the 
© miſerable, with a view to prevent or al- 
« leviate . miſery.” Agreeable to this, it 
may be farther obſerved, that thoſe who 
pray for others feel themſelves particularly 
intereſted in the cauſe of the afflicted, are 
diſpoſed to intercede for them with warmth 
and earneſtneſs: And this may be conſider- 
ed as an additional proviſion for the exer- 
ciſe of good offices towards thoſe who ſtand 
moſt in need of them. 

For the good offices which prayer in- 
ſpires, a reward is provided in the prayers 
of thoſe who receive them. It is natural 
for one who is deeply injured to cry unto 


the Lord againſt the oppreſſor, and, when 


ads; „to pray for his deliverer. The 
Lord requite you,” is a common expreſ- 
| ſion 


( 24 ) 
ſion of gratitude with thoſe who ean make 
no other requital ; and it is one of the caſes 
where a tendency. to interceſſion is felt: 
Prayerleſs perſons do not improve that ten- 
dency; but the devout cheriſh gratitude by 
prayer for their benefactors. It was one 
of Job's conſolations in adverſity, „The 

IF | GTA of him a was ready to periſh | 
© * came upon me.“ To the malevolent it 
is a painful EY that the cry of thoſe 
whom he has injured is entering into the 
ear of the Lord of Sabaoth . but the hu- 
mane think with pleaſure that prayers for 
them are riſing up as incenſe from the 
hearts of thoſe whom they have inſtructed, 
and relieved, | and comforted. | This plea- 
ſure i is a reward ſuited to the Some of de- 

vout benevolence, 85 fo 1 
E!en when we have it not in our power 
to give any conſiderable relief, either on a- 
count of our own circumſtances, or of thoſe 

whom we commiſerate, it ſtill yields ſome 

comfort to the afflicted to ſhare the ſym- 
pathy of thoſe around them: It yield 
e * ga 


1 

very ſenſible comfort to have the burden of 
| their afflitions, the ſecret workings of their 
ſoul, unfolded and expreſſed - in prayer to 
God, by a tender hearted Chriſtian, 

Prayers for the ſick are enjoined in ſcrip- 
ture; and it goes with the current of the 
heart to offer them. When a friend is fick 
of an incurable diſeaſe, and our friendſhip 


cannot make the cup paſs from him, -we 
lift up our ſouls in prayer to the God of all 


ſome have cenſured, but which Chriſt en- 
joins, is then felt to be the diQate of the 


heart, as. well. as. of the goſpel. Fervent 
ſupplication begets a juſt ſenſe of ſpiritual | 


good things. As the fre of devotion burns, 
we ſet our hearts on the favour of God, 
and feel that everlaſting happineſs depends 
| upon it, Fervid deſires toward | God mo- 


derate every worldly deſire; we leave the 
world behind, and fix on God as a reſting | 


place. And if this be the tendency of fer- 
vent prayer, the objection againſt fervour 


a rhuſiaſm, 


conſolation. Fervent importunity, which 


is removed. If fall it ſhall be called en- 
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thuſiaſm, there is nothing in a word, f 


- 


tain 
an elevation of mind above this world; if pray 
generous love, whoſe bands afflition can. for 
not looſe, if a ſenſe of the real permaney wer 
intereſts of human nature, and ardent aſpi. for 
| rations after them—if theſe be enthuſiaſn, the 

it is yet an enthuſiaſm which every goo! {i for 
man loves to feel, in Which he rejoices the « 
yea and will rejoice. 1 
The afflicted are diſpoſed, in their tun, pray 
to pray for thoſe who ſympathiſe With is lol 
them, and miniſter i in their afflictions. Un- was 
5 able to expreſs their gratitude in any other neve 
way, they feel a tendency, eſpecially if they and 
be devout perſons, to expreſs | it in thi, acht 
When the ſickneſs is unto death, thoſe who che 
are dear to him naturally ruſh into his mind, was 
and he as naturally commends them obe ut 
1 God, and commits them to his providen- breth 
| tial care. A dying man ſeems nearer t ien. 
God; his prayers make a deep impreſſin {Wnt 
on children and friends, and, perhaps, ou Le 
enemies, when he prays God to forgive for ot 


: Jews: Damage tells of” a martyr who ob- 
tas | tained 
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tained an hour's reſpite, and employed it in 


prayer, ſupplication, and giving of thanks 
for all men. He remembered thoſe who 
were known and dear to him; he prayed 


for Chriſtians, and Jews, and Gentiles 3 for 
the Emperor, by whoſe edict he ſuffered; 
for the Judge who condemned him; for 
the executioners and the ſpectators. 


There is an elevation and dignity! in the 


prayer of a dying Chriſtian: His ownaffliction 
is loſt in a generous concern for others: He 
was never more a citizen of the world, and 
never more zealous for the intereſts of truth 
and virtue. 90 far from renouncing his at- 
tachments here, he yields his heart to all 


Ie fervour and tenderneſs of love. Love 
was the prevailing affection of his life, and 
he utters his laſt breath in prayers for his 


brethren, Among thoſe who have loſt a 
friend, mutual ſupplication is a ſource | of 


comfort, and a bond of love. 


our 
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Let us now conſider the effect of praying | 
for others, as they are. good or bad. When 
we think of characters greatly ſuperior to 


12 


our own, we may be tempted to envy thei 
wiſdom or their innocence, their extenſive 
uſefulneſs, or their good name. Prayer for 
them gives a check to envy. While w. 
pray, Thy will be done on earth, as it j 


< in heaven,” we rejoice in every attemt 
of a fellow creature to do our Father's will 
we approve andreliſh his virtues; we enjoy, 
in ſome ſenſe, the progreſs he has made 
we thank God e and our own zeal j 
kindled. | 
It ſupports and encourages a . man 
in the ways of goodneſs, to think that - 
thers intereſt themſelves in the continuance 
and progreſs of his virtue, that they are i-. 
fant with God in his behalt. * 
If he ever falls from 1nnocence, he hu P 00 
” this mournful conſolation, that the friend Wy: 
of virtue weep with him, that their ſuppl band 
cations aſcend with his for pardon and rt! "hi 
conciliation, for redoubled watchfulnels an 
zeal, that the ſtain on his Chriſtian profeſſia 
may be .wiped off, and the wound in hi 
Own conſcience healed.” 13 55 
10 "gy 1 3 7 Suppl 
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Supplication for a brother overtaken in 
a N conveys this caution to the ſuppli- 
cant, Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, 

| « take head leſt he fall.“ 6. f 
The interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt i is One of 
the many particulars in which the doctrine 


of mediation correſponds to human nature. 


The prayer of the righteous availeth much : 
The interceſſion of Job, and Moſes, and 


Samuel, three righteous men, prevailed with 
God. The prayers of the Juſt one, in 


whom the Father is always well pleaſed, 

are ſtill more prevalent. He ſometimes 
accompanied his miracles with prayer. At 
the grave of Lazarus, he prays aloud, be- 


tation, and i in the hour of ſorrow. It is a 
ave an advocate with the Father, even 


union. with Jeſus, and a pledge of the con- 
fnuance of bis love : 4 It 1 is a new and living 


* cauſe of the people that ſtand by.” He 
prayed! for his diſciples in the hour of temp- 


ſanding conſolation to his friends, that we 


eſus Chriſt the righteous : : It is a bond of 
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Fe 6 thee, O Lord, will I fing.” 
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way by which we have boldneſs to dran 
near to God, 

Prayer for the wicked FO likewiſe 1 
good effect. In the preſence of God, thing 
appear as they are; the varniſh of guily 
pleaſure 1 is wiped off; fretfulneſs i is ſoften- 
ed into compaſſion; the ridiculous in vice 


18 loſt ; in its alarming conſequences. 
As we plead for the wicked, views of the 
divine mercy open, and of the bleſſednek 
of the merciful. Abraham's interceſſion for 
; Sodom did not avert the judgment; ; but he 
felt a generous concern for human nature 
He enjoyed communion with God, and en- 
tered into the plan of his providence, in 
| ſhewing favour to the wicked, for the ſake 
of the righteous : Inſtead of a careleſs i in- 
difference and cold inſenſibility, he looked 
toward Sodom, pondering the ways of God: 
„ wil ſing of judgment and of mercy, 2 


** Pray for them that deſpitefully 5 you | 
and perſecute you,” is the law of Chriſt, 
A ſenſe of the divine preſence reſtrains the 


angry 


1 
angry paſſions; they paſs into awe and re- 
verence. Spiteful and cruel ufage pour 
into an earthly mind the poiſon of revenge; 
but the Chriſtian riſes from his aſtoniſh- 


7 


ment to God, and receives the cup from 


him : As for thoſe his enemies, he can only 
pray for them. 25 bs 
Prayer-for enemies is a mean of reclaim- 
ing them. The requital of evil with good, | 
ſoftens an ingenuous heart: It is compared 


15 the Apoſtle to“ heaping coals of burn- 


* ing fire,” fit to melt down the moſt ob- 
durate reſentment. Indeed, they who com- 


mit deliberate and attrocious wrongs, are 


commonly ſo loſt to ingenuity, that the 


connection I ſpeak of, has the appearance : 


of mere ſpeculation : It is founded, how- 
ever, in the Principles of our nature, and 
may operate in ſome caſes. 


Suppoſe the caſe of an undutiful child, 


who provokes and grieves his parents by 


his abandoned manners, while they are in- 
ſtant in prayer and ſupplication for their 
degenerate child. This exerciſe of the pa- 


rents is for a while diſregarded, ſo long as 
the 
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hour he will, perhaps, reflect on the un- 
merited affection of his parents, and liſten 


light impreſſion; they are ſwept away in 


the next exceſs of riot. They will recu, 


means of reparation be yet in his power 


devout concern of his parents. If they be 


| givenels, Think how different his ſituz- 
tion muſt have been, had the parents been 


1 


the avocations of vice and folly proted 
him from the thoughts of his own heart; 
but the moſt accompliſhed profligacy can- 
not protect him at all times. In a ſolitary 


to the voice of nature, and meditate a te 
turn to virtue. Theſe reflections make a 


however, and make a deep impreſſion, ſo 
ſoon as diſeaſe, or want, or impriſonment, 
has brought him to himſelf. He begins in 
good earneſt to relent, and to think if am 


Here he is not a little encouraged by the 


earneſt to obtain forgiveneſs from God, 
they themſelves will not with-hold for- 


pray erleſs and implacable. 


THE 


„ ; 
THE Society for Propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge was formed about the begin- 
ning of this century. It has. obtained the 
countenance of the Legiſlature, of the Ge- 
| neral Aſſembly, and of many liberal Chri- 
ſtians. Much good has been done. From 
the ſtate of the Highlands, it appears that 
much remains to be done. Fellow citizens 
in want and ignorance, have a claim to the 
ams and prayers. of their happier bre- 
thren. DEST LES 
Some complain of the FRY bf piety ; 
and there are ſymptoms of decay. Two 
occur in the printed ſtate of the Society. 
One is, that twenty thouſand pounds of the 
produce of the forfeited eſtates were appro- 
priated by parliament, for erecting ſchools 
in the Highlands, but never applied. We 
cannot help i imagining to ourſelves the good 
| this would have done, and regretting that 
it is left undone. The other is, that many 
pariſhes have no legal ſchoolmaſter. We 
know not the grounds upon which the he- 
litors juſtify | themigives ; 3 but, if it be in- 


; 1 | deed 


1 


the avocations of vice and folly proteg 
him from the thoughts of his own heart, 
but the moſt accompliſhed profligacy can- 
not protect him at all times. In a folitary 
hour he will, perhaps, reflect on the un. 
merited affection of his parents, and liſten 
to the voice of nature, and meditate a rc 
turn to virtue. Theſe reflections make 
flight impreſſion; they are ſwept away in 
the next exceſs of riot. They will recur, 
however, and make a deep impreſſion, f. 
ſoon as diſeaſe, or want, or impriſonment, 
has brought him to himſelf, He begins in 
good earneſt to relent, and to think if any 
means of reparation be yet in his power 
Here he is not a little encouraged by the 
devout concern of his parents. If they be 
earneſt to obtain forgiveneſs from God, 
they themſelves will not with-hold for- 


| giveneſs. Think how different his ſitua- 


tion muſt have been, had the parents been 


pray erleſs and implacable. 


III 


TW) . 
TH E Society for Propagating Chriſtian 


| Knowledge was formed about the begin- 
ning of this century. It has. obtained the 


countenance of the Legiſlature, of the Ge- 


neral Aſſembly, and of many liberal Chri- 
ſtians. Much good has been done. From 


the ſtate of the Highlands, it appears that 


much remains to be done. Fellow citizens 
in want and ignorance, have a claim to the 
alms and Pen of their happier bre- 
thren. DES: 

Some complain of the Joan of piety ; 
and there are ſymptoms of decay. Two 


occur in the printed ſtate of the Society. 
| One is, that twenty thouſand pounds of the 
produce of the forteited eſtates were appro- 


priated by parliament, for erecting ſchools 
in the Highlands, but never applied. We 


cannot help imagining to ourſelves the good 


this would have done, and regretting that 
it is left undone. The other is, that many 


pariſhes have no legal ſchoolmaſter. We 


know not the grounds upon which the he- 
litors juſtify themſelves ; j but, if it be in- 


deed | 
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deed the love of money, which makes 5 
with-hold the pittance allowed by law to 
ſchoolmaſters, we muſt conclude that Chri- 
ſtian knowledge is of ſmall moment in their 
„ 624 
There are other ſymptoms of the decay 
of piety which I will not enumerate ; but, 
in the midſt of theſe, the Society for Pro- 
pagating Chriſtian Knowledge is a ſymptom 
of the firſt love, and an attempt to quicken 
the things that are ready to die. While 
perſons every way eminent join in ſo good 
a work, and the hearts of the people open, 
and the pleaſure of the Lord proſpers, we 
cannot think that faith and charity have 
failed, 

This inſtitution gives an object and an 
effect to Chriſtian zeal. The influence of 
rank, and the powers of genius, and tbe 
knowledge of affairs, are exerted in the 
cauſe of piety. Interceſſion and giving of 
thanks accord with your pious labours, l 
While you plant and water, you look 0 
God for the increaſe: When he giveth the 
increaſe, you offer thankſgiving. 


The 


6359 


The exerciſe of devotion will enlighten 
your zeal, and fupport you under difcou- 
ragements, and raiſe you above the praiſe 
of men. To the praiſe of men you are 
juſtly entitled; it is no mean reward, and 
it is freely given you; but, in the preſence 
of God, you feel and acknowledge that 
you have done only what Was your Gary | 
to do. | 

You are zealous to propagate the goſpel 
in diſtant corners; and you will be ſtill 
more zealous where you are more imme- 
diately accountable, Command your chil- 
dren and your houſehold to keep the way 
of the Lord. Confeſs Jeſus before men; * 


your example will encourage fearful and 
faint-hearted diſciples to confeſs him. 


One end of this inſtitution 1 is to prevent 


the growth of popery. It is meet that our 
deliverance from that cruel ſuperſtition be 
remembered with gratitude, and that pro- 
per means be uſed for perpetuating that 
deliverance, One mean. of acknowledged 
propriety and of proven. ſucceſs is to pro- 
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e 
pagate chriſtian knowledge. A form of 
worſhip where the underſtanding and the 


heart are excluded, cannot bear the light. 
Your zeal for the proteſtant intereſt is be- 
coming, while it N TOLL to inſtrud 
the ignorant. 
The fund for propagating Chriſtianity | 
A ſtanding admonition to the- rich. They 
are impatient of the word of exhortation, 
and this is a filent monitor, One who ha 
leiſure and a taſte for doing good, may! 
turn a a little money to more account by be- 
ſtowing it in his own way; but ſome who 
have large eſtates, and are liberally paid by 
the public, have not leiſure to turn ht 
they beſtow to a good account: By beſtow- 
ing it here that will be done. The rich 
are moſt intereſted in the public weal, and 
this 1 is one way of promoting it. 
Some who are very rich are yet, fron 
peculiar circumſtances in their lot, very un- 
1 happy: From forwarding this and other 


good works, they might derive conſolation 


1 

In che day of proſperity; the Heart deviſes 

liberal things. When you ſucceed to an 
inheritance; or proſper i in trade, or obtain 


a lucrative employment; or a rich alliance, 
or any domeſtic Joy, here you may preſent 


Ia thank- offering, and hallow your joy. 
Here likewiſe ſin-offerings may be of- 
fered. They who have deceived and cor- 
rupted | youth, if they be now come to a 
better mind, may contribute to fortify the 
Houng againſt future deceivers. | 
In a commercial ſtate, where money is 
ſo much valued, and poverty deſpiſed, ini- 
uity will abound. In turning from ini- 
ity, reſtitution is eſſential. There are 
ales where it cannot be made to the per- 
ons injured. The reſolution of caſuiſts is, 
hat the money ſhould be given to ſome 
Pious uſe. Here they may give it with ſle- 
recy, and with confidence that it will be 
roperly applied. Ho: 
They. who have grown ahh by: tale, 
vithout conſcious fraud, have yet reaſon to 
ſuſpect themſelves. | The deſire of gain, 
* which 


( 38 ) 
which is habitual to a trafficker ; the op- 
portunities for defrauding which fall in 
his way ; the doubtful caſes which ariſe 
and which ſelf-partiality is apt to deter- 
mine, are grounds of ſuſpicion. One of a 
tender conſcience will purify his gains by 
an offering, 725 e 

We cannot but obſerve, even in ſome of 
the beſt characters among the rich, one 
thing wanting. They are ſound in the 
faith, and regular i in their conduct, and a- 
miable in their manners: They are not fir 
from the kingdom of heaven. A day af 
power may come, and, by a liberal gift for 
the inſtruction of youth, they may make 
ſome atonement for n an eſſentil 
duty. 
A legacy, though if be the leaſt edifying | 
and leaft meritorious charity, i is better than 
1 e of 
They who 1555 not much to give, axe | 
an opportunity, on the return of this day, 
to expreſs their good wiſhes by their mite. 
Attention to this, and other good works, 
ung corre(t the preſent tendency to ex- 

| penlive 


1 


penſive living, by which fo many wille 
are broken down, and credit ſhaken. We 
may, indeed, tell the expenſive how much 
good might be done with the price of one 


entertainment, or of one ornament; and 
they ſometimes liſten; for a compaſſionate 
and expenſive turn are not incompatible. 


An eloquent repreſentation might draw 
from them conſiderable ſums. A1 poſſeſ- 


ſed ſuch eloquence 1 would heſitate to ex- 


ert it. It would be wrong to give to this, 
or any other charity, what is due to your 
creditors, or to thoſe of your own houſe. 
You yourſelves would repent, But the 
gifts of the wiſe, like thoſe of God, are 
without repentance. 


Moderation in all things is is a pure and 
permanent ſource of good works. When 
you have taſted the pleaſure of doing good, 

it will bear down the pleaſure of expenſive 
ew. Inſtead of contriving additional con- 
veniencies, and ornaments, and meats, you 
will contrive which of them may be ſpared. 


Difficulty in paying debt ariſes chiefly from 
TT 1 the 
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640) 
the purchaſe of ſuperfluities. By retrench- 
ing theſe, you will be able to pay punctual- 
ly, and have ſomething over to . 
benevolence. 
Beſide the direct influence of this ind 
tution, it is a memorial of the importance 
of Chriſtianity, and a provocation to ſpread 
it by every proper mean. Such means ever 
Chriſtian poſſeſſes, in ſome degree, by hi 

prayers and by his pattern; by the influence 

of rank, and wealth, and reputation; and by 
his influence with thoſe who eſteem and 
love him. Such of us as have families may 
propagate ( Chriſtian knowledge with ſucces | 
in them. Many who have families might 
entertain and educate one or more of the 
children of the poor. This appears to me 
a method of doing the moſt good at the 
leaſt expence. It is reſcuing a fellow crea- 
ture from i ignorance and bad habits. The 
field which we cultivate, and the plants 
which we rear, acquire an intereſt j in our | 
care: And much more the human heart, 


where we have ſown and reared the fruits 
by | of 


n 


of righteouſneſs C W hoſo receiveth one 
* of theſe little ones in n my name, receiveth 
e me.” 

The number of poor children i is at pre- 
ſent great. The families of many ſoldiers 
and ſailors are left in want; Kindneſs is 


due to them, The portion of many or- 


phans and fatherleſs children is loſt by 


bankruptcy. If men who live in pleaſure, 
and contract debt, without the means of 


paying it, and ſtoop to falſehood and fraud; 
if ſuch men cannot feel for the miſery they 
draw down on the innocent, it is the more 


neceſſary that Chriſtians endeavour to alle- 


viate that miſery, Self-denial in this cauſe, 


and an oeconomy which the- world con- 
demns, are ſacrifices with which God i is well 


pleaſed. 


geſted; but, if you be zealous for good 
Works, your Own heart wall inſtruct Jou. 
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The Preſident, Directors, and Of 
ficers of che . for the year 


1779» 


Thomas Earl of Kinnoul, Preſident of the 
Society. 


Committee of D ireftore.. 


| David Earl of Leven and Melvill, Preſident 

Rev. Sir Henry Moncrieff-Wellwood, Ban. 
Miniſter of St Cuthberts. 

Rev. John Erſkine, D. D. 

Rev. Robert Dick, D. D. | Miniſter of 

Rev. William Gloag, D. D. J EGaburgh. 

Rev. Robert Henry, D. D. * 

1 Wellwood of Garvock, Eſq; Ad- 

vocate. 

John Dickſon, Eſq; Advocate, 

Mr John Walker Merchants in 

Mr William Galloway $ Edinburgh. 

Mr William Gray, Bookſeller. : 

Mr David Ruſſell, Accomptant. 

Mr John Caw, aſſiſtant Secretary to the 

Board of Exciſe, Edinburgh, 

Mr James Gentle, Brewer. 

Mr William Dickſon, 


5 Officers-of the Society . 


Alexander Tait, Eſq;* one of the Principal 
Clerks of Seſſion, Secretary. 
John Davidſon, Eſq; Writer to the 0 


Treaſurer. 


William Galloway, Rigs merchant in Edin- 
burgh, Comptroller. 


Robert Chalmers, Eſq; Accomptant-Gene- 
ral of Exciſe, Accomptant. 

Mr Jn 9 Writer to the Signet, 
Clerk. 

Mr Thomas ue Writer in Edinburgh, 
Bookholder. 

Mr James Brown, Bookſeller. 

Alexander Coutts, Beadle. 
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Annual and other benefactions are 
received * the e perſons, 


In Edinburgh, 455 John Davidſon, Eg: 
Writer to the . Treaſurer to the 


_- Dociety, 


In London, by James FRY 4 1 Banke 
in the Strand; 
John Mackintoſh, Eq; Stock 
Exchange, Secretary to 
1 BK Society; I | 
William Fuller, Ela; and 
Son, Bankers, Lombard 
Street ; 
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Form of a Bequeſt or Legacy. 


Item, I give and bequeath the ſum of = 
to the Society in Scotland —© 1 

for orcpignting Chriſtian knowledge, to be |} 
applied [to the purpoſes of the firſt or ſecond x | | 
patent, as the donor pleaſes].—See both aan 
tents, p. 54. and 59. of the Account of the | | 
Society publiſhed in May 1774: 1 


Thoſe who may be raſa to favour this 
| Society with bequeſts or legacies, are in- 
treated to expreſs their intention in the very 
words above directed; and particularly to 
take care that the words, in Scotland, be 
not omitted. 
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